PREFACE                                      ix

the American Geographical Society; and the map of the Chilean
Nitrate fields is taken from that which appears in Trade Information
Bulletin, No. 170, of the United States Department of Commerce,
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PREFACE TO  SECOND EDITION

IN preparing this book for the second edition, every material fact
or conclusion has been carefully reviewed, and some modifications
and corrections have been made. The statistical matter has through-
out, wherever possible, been brought up to the latest date for which
reliable figures are available, mostly to within the last year or so.

The latter half of Chapter II has been recast, so as to give an
account of temperature and other factors in the climate. The
additional text is the result of much sifting and condensation of
material from a number of the latest sources, chiefly foreign. In
connection with this, four isotherm maps (Fig. 9) have been specially
constructed from data but recently available, covering observations
for lo-year periods in most instances, at some 70 stations in South
America. These maps differ in some important particulars from
the majority of those hitherto published, but the data are now
sufficiently numerous and complete to give these maps, it is hoped,
reasonable reliability.
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PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION

THE book has been revised throughout for this further edition.
Figures relating to production, trade and similar matters have in
most cases been brought down to 1930 or later, though a few of
those for earlier years have had to stand in the absence of more
advanced reliable information. The maps of Figs. 22, 23, 24 and
25 have been redrawn so as to incorporate more recent data.
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